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Education. Ontario maintains an excellent
system of schools, which are under the imme-
diate control of a minister of education. Uni-
formity as to courses of study, methods of in-
struction and test-books is maintained, and in
addition to the elementary schools, several
normal schools and one normal college are
maintained, also various technical and in-
dustrial schools with day and evening classes.
At Toronto are located four technical schools
with 10,000 students and five high schools of
commerce with an enrollment of about 6,000.
Toronto University is at the head of the
educational system, and all of the high
schools, common schools and kindergartens
are affiliated with it, as are most of the col-
leges and secondary schools maintained by the
various religious denominations. Among the
latter are the University of Trinity College,
Saint Michael's College, Victoria University,
Wycliffe College and Knos College, all at
Toronto. Other institutions of higher learn-
ing include Queen's University, at Kingston;
Western University at London; University of
Ottawa, at Ottawa; Royal Military College,
at Kingston, besides numerous professional
schools and kindergartens and schools of art
Jind music.
Cities. Toronto., the capital, is the largest
city in Ontario and the second largest in the
Dominion, ranking next to Montreal. The
next five (in order of size,) are Hamilton, Ot-
tawa, London, "Windsor and Brantford. Ot-
tawa is the capital of the Dominion.
History. Canada was organized as a Brit-
ish possession in 1763, and in that year On-
tario became a part of the old Quebec prov-
ince. In 1791 this was divided into Upper
Canada (or Canada West) and Lower Can-
ada. The former division comprised Ontario,
and the latter, Quebec. In 1837 a rebellion
of French malcontents broke out, which was
led by William Mackenzie in Upper Canada
and by Louis Papineau in Lower Canada.
This rebellion was suppressed, and in 1841
the two sections were united. The union con-
tinued until 1867, when the Dominion of Can-
ada was organized. Since that time Ontario
has enjoyed prosperity and progress. The
province was loyal and generous in its offorts
to aid Great Britain in the World War, and
gave freely of its man power and its treasure.
In 1016 the provincial legislature adopted a
war-time prohibition measure, and in 1917
gave women municipal and provincial suf-
frage.
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ONTAEIO, lake, the smallest of the Great
Lakes of North America (Lake Saint Glair
not being- considered) and the most easterly.
It is situated between Northwestern New
York and the province of Ontario, its greatest
length, 185 miles, lying in a general east and
west direction. It is oval in shape and about
sixty miles wide, is 326 feet below Lake Erie,
and between the two is Niagara Falls. It re-
ceives the waters of the latter through the
Niagara Eiver and the Welland Canal. Its
waters pass out at the eastern end through
the Lake of a Thousand Islands, thence to the
Saint Lawrence River and into the Atlantic
Ocean. The coasts are broken by numerous
bays and small inlets and dotted with har-
bors. Toronto, Hamilton, Kingston and Os-
wego are the principal ports. The most im-
portant rivers discharging into the lake are
Genesee, Oswego, Black, Humber and Trent.
The lake is navigable throughout the year and
carries a heavy commerce. By canal it is
connected with the Hudson and Ottawa
rivers. See great lakes.
ONYX, on'il&s, a variety of agate with colors
which are usually shades of brown, green 07
red, alternating with white, arranged in par
allel bands. When the red is of a deep brown-
ish xiue, and the white pure and transparent
the variety is known as sardonyx. Onyx was
formerly highly prized for making cameos,
the figures being formed of one layer and the
background of another, and It is still used
to some extent for this purpose. Mexican
ony$ is not a true onyx, but is a translucent
limestone, with iron and manganese irregu-
larly scattered through it, producing the beau-

